A Wlew. Day in Paradise!

Reflections from Fastor John Slage on the Spring 2075 AIM Trip to the Philippines

Cn the moming of cur second day
o the Philippine lsland of Leyte, |
awhe bo & refreshing revelation.
Stepping ouf the door and gazing
alsaut the lush grounds of the rented
hearme juest closmry thee road Trom the
church in Esperanza, | was struck with
the thought, Moming in Paradise.
Admittedly, it was probably all the
majestic palms reaching up ko that oh
5o Bilue ropical shy thet colared my
thinkirg, But the beauty of that place
extended far beyond what the eve
coukd see. After a week land neardy a
dozen worship services) in the
Philippines, | had come to realize that
there was in that place an wnuswal
connection between men and God
that is sadhy lacking throughout much
ed iy harmeland,

Later that day at the church, [ told
the members that in the minds of
Ammericans, thelr sland palm trees ans
the emblem of paradise. And 25 |

spoke of their brightly colored

tunguisise

houses, white sandy beaches and
enyatal blue waters, Pastor derry
Bohal translated my words and arins
of appreciation byoke out between
thern.

But what & shranae parados is
found here. While we perceive their
Pacific lslands as paradise, they are
ceriarce 1|::|.|-:|I M, ma! Your SAmwenca
is the true paradise on Earth! Time
and time agaln we withessed the
vaung and okl alike get & faremuay
look in their eves and murmur, |want
to go to Amereal How could |
cervine: them that we are nof the
paradise they think we ara¥ Yes, we
hewre great wealth as a natbon and yes
wsz fake for granted the mountains of
food i owr stores. And wes, ves, we
could scarcely get by g day without
aarr air corditicning, indoar flush
toilets and hot showers. And finalhy,
wes, nearhy every household in
America bas & car or truck, and many
hawve two, three and even more, Truhy,
ws hene more prasessions than thess

aace] people could even imagine,
despite the images

af Armerican prasperniby thal constantly

bombard their shores,

And yet with all cur prosperity and
salf-indulsences, America has les|
some priceless things that our Filipine
brothers and sisters still have. Close-
kit fewmilies, friendlines: and
hospitality are still alive and well in the
Philipplnes. Indeed, the amiles across
thsar faces are so persasive that the
bureau of tourism even points out this
national phenomenon in thely
aclverising. A thaz whik: in America
the pursuit of prosperity has brought
neither widespread contentment nor
happiness,

Dutside this prosperify-paradisa
paradox, there s a great deal of
sirnilarity in our belisls and
heow we conduct church in
America and In the

= Trvmpet of Trath

Philippines. Thera is a structure and
cadence to the Apostolle services that
is ot once familiar and reassuring fo
the visitor, But | must say, their level of
warahdp in the Philippines s extremaly
intense, bayond anything ve ewer
experienced in my fravels acroes the
15, and Canada. Thelr worship is
withaut restraint or benefit of air
conditioning and they entertain the
Spirit an and on until many are elther
slain in the Spint or pass aut in the
tropical heat.

It §s temyptindg to strmphy comehade
theet they worship God so because
they have so very liitle else. But |
couldn't help but think it alse hes to
de wath the hurmility, conbeantment and
cheer that seemed fo be everpwhere.
Perhaps thwere was a hidden blessing in
thzir islamds being repeatediy mvaded,
conquered and colonized by the
Spanish, the Portuguese, the Dutch,
the Brils, the Japarnsse and lastly, the
Americans. Humility comes af a price
and it & undeubtedly an Inperathve in

mainiaining a dese connection with
the Almighty.

| hawe read repeatedly that the
e Philippines is resching oul for

a new day of prosparity. And
within their chrome and glass
three=story shopping malls
[surrcunded by arithy 3™ wiarld
poverty), logoed apperel and lowve
of Coca Cola and McDonald's, it
is emsy o see they are attempiing

all the gueste they can scrape logether,
The danger for Apostolic Filipinos {as
they prouwdly display their Apple 1Pads,
Mike sheses, Yamaha keyboards and
Gibson guitars) is that they too hold
samething of an cutweard awe of our
American brand of prosperity.

['s not that we wouldn't want to see
any of God's elect prosper. The
Apastle John wrate te bis disciple
Gaius that he wished above all things
that he would prosper and be in good
heallf even e his soul praspered. Bl
| have somewhat of a fear that these
pracious peapke might someday tradse

in their paradise to join the ranks of
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the Lacdiceans who say they am rich

and increased with goods and a5 &
regult, diminksh thelr very spectal

canmectian with Cod.

Perhaps that's why He's placed a
burden upon American Apostolic
missicnaries o trmvel across the globe
o preach sound dectring, thae love of
thsr ik, holinsss, and separation
fream the weardd . It will take all that and
mwore. Like cautboming them from
warting to
become just
like us

Americans,
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